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TROP  DISCRIDTION: 
Of a Royall Maſque. 


Preſented at Aampton Court ypon Sun- 
day night being the eight day of 
Jennery. I 604. 


TheNight app appa arelſed in a black veltureſer with Stars 


commin belowe,and approching neete vutothe Temple. 
erected waa— the v d ofthe :wakens her Some 
Somnus thactherelyes eeping ina Cauc z with \chus ſpeech. 


AT dark ſleep, rouſe thee fromout thy Caue; 

Thy Mother Night,that bred thee in her womb, 

And ted thee farft with filence and withcaſc, 

Doth heere thy ſhadowed operations craue. 

And therefore wake my ſonne,awake and come: 

Strike with thy Horme wande,the ſpirits of theis 

That here expect ſome pleaſing _— 

And make their ſlumber to "PE ſtrange __ 
he 


The irae diſcriptio 
Strange viſions and vn-uſual Saks 
Vr-ſeene of latter ages, auncient rites; 
Ofgitts diuine , wrapt vp in Milſtertes , 
Make this to ſeeme a Temple in their ſight: 
V/hoſe maine ſupport, holy religion,frame, 
And wiſedome,courage , Temperaunce and right: 
Make ſceme the pillors that ultaine the ſame, 
Shadow ſome S$1bill toatrend the rites ; 
And to deſcribe the power that ſhall reſorte, 
With the interpretation of the benefites 
They bring in Cloudes, & what they doe importe, 
Yet make them to protend the true deſire | 
Ofthoſe that wiſh them,waking reall things; 
Whulſte I wil hoou'ring heere 2bok retire, 
And couer all things with my fable wings. 

Sem. Deere Mother Night,l your commandement 
Obay, and dreams t'interpret dreames, will make 
As waking curioline 15 wonte. 

Thouch better dreames aſfleepe , the dreames awake 
And this White Horny wande ſhall worke the deed: 
Whoſe power,doth figures ot the lighr preſent, 
When trom this ſable Radius doth proceede 
Nought but confuſde darkeſhewes to no intent: 
And therefore goe _ vitions;cntertaine 


All round about, whillte Ile to ſleepe againe. 
4 'V IRIS 
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Iris the Meſſenger of the Goddeſſe 
ding from the Mountaine where they were aſſembled, 


decks #n the couller of the Raine-bow , ſpeakes as fol- 
oweth, | ; 


The daughter of wounder, now made the 

Meſlenger of power ; heere deſcended, to fignific 
the comnung of a Celeltiall p_ of Goddelles, 
determined this fare Termple of peace , with holy 
handes and deuoute defixes , haue dedicated to vnity 
and concord:and leauing to themſclues in Ouidos Ida 
Papbos their quncient dehizhting places of Greece and 
Aſta,now madethe ſeates of Barbariſme,and ſpoyle, 
vouchlafe to take their recreation here,vpon the We- 
ſterne Mount of _ Brittame, the Land of Ciuill 
Muſicke and of reſt: Andare pleaſed to appeere in 


the ſel-ſame figures, wherein antiquitic hath tormor- 

ly cloathed them; and as they haue bene caſt in the 

imagination of pitrie Who hath giuen mortal ſha 

to the gifts andeffets of an etcrnall power: _ t 
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thoſe beautifull CarreQters of ſence were ealter tol 
read, then their miſticall Ideas, diſperſed in that wic 
and incomprehenſible volume of Nature . And wel 
haue mortall men apparelled all the verrtues , all the 

ces,all bleſsings, with that ſhape wherewith them- 
"_ are moſt delighted, and which worke the beſt 
motions , and belt repreſent the beaury of hea- 
uenly powers. And therefore, reuerend Prophe- 
relle, heare attendeſt ypon the deuotions of this 
place, prepare thy ſelte for thoſe rites that pertaine to 
thy function , and the honour of ſuchdeities. And to 
the end thou maiſt haue a fore-notion what powers, 
and who they are that come; take here this Proſpe- 


Que, and herein note and tell what thou ſeeſt: For 


well maiſt thou there obſerue their ſhadowes , but 
their preſence will bereaue thee ofall, ſaue admirati- 
on and amazement . For who can looke vpon ſuch 


powers and ſpeake?And fol leaue thee. 


Sybilla 
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Sybilla deck as a Nunne, in blacke vpon 
hs bang receined tis Meſſage, nd the Popes, vftb 
VHu hauel ſcene? Where am 2 Or doel fee 
at all or amll anie where? What? was-this 
IRIS the Meſſenger of IV N ©,or elfe,buta fanta- 
{ma or imagination 2 Will the Diuine Goddeſſes 
vouchſate to viſit this poore Temple? Shall I be bleſt 
to entertaine ſo great powers ? It can bee bur a 
dreame ; yet ſuch great powers haue bleſt as hunble 
Roofes, and vie it ofno other reſpeR , then their 
owne great fauours to ſhine where they will .” But 
what Proſpectiue is this ? ar what ſhall 1 herew (ee? 

O admirable powers| whar frghus are theſe ? 
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The erne diſcyiption 


TUNO. 
not Imperiall Iv x oin hcr chayre, 


With Scepter of command, for Kingdomes large: 


Aſcends,all cladin cclovrs ef the ayre, 
Crown'd with bright Starres, to fignific her charge. 


P ALLAS. 
9 m—_— LLAS _ her corre dreſt, 
ith Launce of winuing; ence; 
Inwhom both FR 0 expreſt, 


Togetw.th zlory, hold wth prouidcnce. 


UVENPYS. 
Then louely V x xy s in bright Majeſtie, 


Appears mth malde afpe&t in Doue-like-hewe, 


ith th'al combining (carffe of amiticz 
Tingird ſtrange Nations with affeftions true. 
DIANA. 
Next,chaſteD 1 an A in her robes of greene, 
*Vith weapons of the Woodher ſcife addreis, 


. Cobleſle the Forreſt where her power is ſeene, 
T hold peace with all the World,but with wilde deaſts. 


pe VESTA. 
Then tomely V x sT Awith her flames of zcale. 
Preſcats her ſcife, Jad in white puritic, 


Whoſcbooke thelonles frveet comfort doth teacale, 


By th'cucr burruog lawpe of pictic. 
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Then cheerefull F 10% 5:all adoanlict 


A Royall Maske. 


PROSERPINA. 


Next,rich Px 0s xnP1%A roma he. 
Whoſe eſtate, although within the earth, yet yarn 
Comes from ans... in herhand doth hold 
The Mane of wealth, with checrefull Majeſbe. 


MACARIA. 


Thenal inpurple i prone 
Next her appearcs, bearing in head 


Th'enſigncs both of welth nd joctrians 
Thatby them both, her Majeſtic and | 


CONCORD? 4. 
Then all in partie-coloured robes 7 
In White and rae apa} pe 
With naar Jon aff AT ITT we + 7 
The happy joyned Roſes ofourreſt. 
| ASTRA A. 


Cleare.cyde As T RAE A next,with reuerend browe, 
Clad in Celeſtial! hewgwhich be(tſhe hikes: _ «4 
Comes with her ba!lance, and her ford to ſhowe, 
That fuſt her judgement weighes beſoreat ſakes. 
FLOR A. 
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Who cloathes che earth with bcauy and defight, 
In thouſand ſundric ſutes, whilſt ſhimrng howers, 
Will ſcarſc afford a darkenes to the Night. 
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CERESPS. 
Next,plenteous C £& x $in her harneſt weeds, 
Crown'd with thcncreaſe of what ſhe gaue to keepe, 
ToGratitudc and Faithin whony we ncede: 
Who {owes on Vertue, ſhall with glory reape. 


TETHIS. 


Laſtly comes Te: T 11s, AL» 1 ons deereſt Love, 
Whom ſhe in faithfall armes doh deigne timbrace: 
And brings the Trident ofher power tapproue 

Her fauour andreſpe&ro do him grace. 


| Thus haue I read their ſhadowes , but beho{de: . 
i In glory where they come as RIS wide. 


Jon 57s eh Mer bt 171 Ong <rE ecoft 6. * 
T he three Graces march before the Godde/.. 
ding devene the Mountaine with loved Muſicke, and comt- 
ming vp 1qthe ypper ende, ſtay and fong this Song whilſt the G 


ſer g»vp to rhe Temple With Preſents ,, and from theaw,march downe 
tbe Hill. ET 


The Song. 


Eſert,Reward,and Gratitude, 
The Graces ot Society: | 
3 Do heere with hand in hand conclude, 
_ ZF Theblefled chaine of amity. 
1 1. ForIdeſerue. 2.1giue. 3.I thanke: 
| All. Thanks,guifts,deſerts thus joyne inranck,, 
"Y 


| Weeyeceld the ſplendenr rayes of þ 
s. Vato the binking thar diſcend, 7s 
© "Thegrace whereof with mbey Gangs, 
| The well diſpoſing doth commend, 
f Whilſt gratitude,rewards,deſerts, 
Pleaſe,win, draw on,and couple hearts, 


For woorth, and power,and due reſpet, 
Deſerues,beſtowes,retarnes with grace ; 
The meed,reward, the kind cfiedt;. | 
That Sue: the wotld a cheerctull taco. 
And turning in this courſe of right, 
Makes vertuc moue wath true deg. 
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| kers in the mid- 
det ofthe Hall , avſpoſing themſelues to ther daunce , Sibilla 
their ſucrall/Preſents on the Altar quitereth theſe words, 


having 


Power of powers,v2raunt to our vowes we pray, 
| Thatthele fayre blels\1nzs which we hereaneſt, 
In figures lett vs herc,jn _— 6 my A 
Be tholc great proppesof glory and relj 
Let Rn dome: ie lc: armed Pollicye, 

Milde Lou 2.truc Zeale,nght ſhootmg at the white, 
Ot braue deſignes,letW calth, Felice, 
Juſhce, and Concord Pleaſure,PIcnry, Might 
And po:vreby Sea , with gracepropo:tinate, 
Make glorious both this Kingdome and Elite. 
After thir the FU ackers darweedihiir opne meaſures, 
Which bring ended,c5- they ready t0 take out the Lards, 
the three Seace ſing. 
I. 
VVE ilſtworth with honour,make their choife, 
For meaſured motions ordered right: 
Now let vs likewiſe giuea voyce, 
Vato the touch ofvur delight. 
IL. 


Or comforts lockt vp without ſound, 
Are th'vnborne Chuldren of the thought: 
Like vato Treaſures neuer found, 


Thar buryed lowe,are left forgot. 
1198 
Where words or gJory do not ſhow, 


There like brane actions without Frame, 
It ſcems like plants not fer to growe, 
Or as a tombe without a name, 
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err > ene tþE Dain 
abate ICU fear apn—s this 
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IRIS. 
AS! [ was the joytull Meſſenger,to notifie the com- 
of theſe "Irving powers ; ſo.am 1 nowethe 
fame m__ departure , who havjog cloathed then- 
ſelues with — apparances,doenowe returne __ ec 
Sph pheres of there owne. \oeng a ane 
But yet of my ſelfe, this much m reueale, tho 
againſt the warrant of a Meſſ q-*F who, I know ugh 
better to fayle_ in obedierice 4 than in preſumption, 
that theſe-Deities by(the motion of theall-direing 
Pallas,the glorious: atroneſſe of this mighty Monar- 


chic) deſcending in the Majeſtie:of their inuiſible eſ- 
ences rpc | und there the belt 


and mo ofthy; the beſt of | 


ſelfe with the 


reſentlyt as | 
emples br 20h 
fafed to appeare iy this manner;being otherwiſe no 


objects for mortall cyes. p 


'narchie, Sa rey 
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